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Shh…Please Don’t Disturb the Kittens!
March 12, 2021 – Dayton, OH – The warmer spring temperature brings more than
flowers, rain showers and green grass. It also heralds the beginning of Kitten
Season! Kitten Season is a busy time of year for animal shelters such as SICSA, as
there is an influx of kittens born to stray or feral mother cats. Finding kittens
outside can sometimes be alarming to people, as they assume the kittens may be
abandoned. Mom could just be taking a break or out looking for their next meal. So
instead of immediately moving into action, SICSA recommends using the “Wait and
Watch” approach.
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First, please leave them undisturbed and refrain from touching them. It’s
important to allow the mother cat to return and care for her offspring. Stay
far enough away from the litter that you can observe them, but not frighten
the mother cat from returning to her kittens.
Leave the kittens undisturbed for a few hours (if they are 0-4 weeks old) or overnight (if the kittens are older) to
see if the mother returns.
If the mother doesn’t come back, you can safely remove the kittens.
If the mother returns, then wait until the litter is weaned (at least 6 weeks old) before you remove them.
If the mother cat and kittens are friendly and you want to take them home, please call us at 937-294-6505 for
helpful tips before removing them.
Placing fresh water and cat food nearby can help the mother cat while she is nursing, but not too close to their
location – it may attract other stray cats to the area.
If the mother cat or her kittens demonstrate signs of distress or illness, a veterinarian should be consulted.

“Another way to check if the mother has come back for her kittens is to sprinkle flour around where the litter is located”,
states Lisa Miller, SICSA’s Help Center Manager. “The flour will detect paw prints letting you know mom is, in fact,
around. “It is critical to remember that kittens should only be removed if they are truly abandoned.”
SICSA offers services for adult cats and kittens such as spaying and neutering, TNRM (Trap, Neuter, Return, Monitor),
and adoption. For information on those programs, please visit www.SICSA.org/pet-services.
If you would like to help SICSA with the influx of kittens, please visit their Amazon Wish List which contains items such
as kitten formula, food, and more, or, sign up to be a Foster Volunteer by visiting www.SICSA.org.
Amazon Wish List: https://a.co/0OC6w69
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Originated in 1974, SICSA Pet Adoption & Wellness Center was created as an alternative to the traditional animal welfare
system with a mission of improving the lives of stray animals and promoting pet adoption. Annually, SICSA places over 2,000
dogs and cats, performs over 4,000 spay/neuter surgeries. In June of 2019, SICSA acquired a pet food business known as Pet
Wants Dayton, the proceeds of which directly beneﬁt the organization. Repeatedly awarded the Platinum Seal by Guide Star,
and 4 stars by Charity Navigator, the organization runs a Pet Adoption and Wellness Center in Washington Township at 8172
Washington Church Road. The center is open to the public for those interested in adopting a companion animal. For more
information about SICSA, please visit www.SICSA.org.

